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172 drones,
36 ballistic missiles launched, Zelenskyy says, 
accusing Russia of intensifying strikes

11 VILLUPURAM

Trump taps Miller to lead 
WH after midterm setback
WASHINGTON

DONALD Trump on late Friday 
named Stephen Miller, architect 
of  his hardline immigration 
policy, as his new chief  of  staff, 
signaling a bare-knuckle fight-
back after Republicans were 
hammered in the midterms. Ul-
tra-loyalist Miller, 41, will re-
place Susie Wiles, who becomes 
the first major White House cas-
ualty from the Democratic land-
slide earlier this week.

Dems to fight against Miller
Democrats pledged they would 
fight “every step of  the way” 
against Miller, who became 
synonymous with scenes of  
masked immigration agents 
committing violence after he 
backed federal agents who shot 
and killed two Americans.

“I wanted to make a change,” 
Trump told reporters at the 
White House when asked why 
he named Miller to replace 
Wiles. “Sometimes in life you 
have to make moves.”

Trump’s move was particu-
larly startling as he had repeat-
edly insisted before the mid-
terms that there was “zero 
chance” of  replacing Wiles.

A White House official told 
AFP that Wiles had resigned on 
Thursday night. But naming the 

combative Miller was the clear-
est possible signal from Trump 
that the gloves are now off  after 
his brief  conciliatory gestures 
to Democrats in the wake of  the 
Republican midterms collapse. 

“He’s a great fighter,” Trump 
said later at the airport in West 
Palm Beach, Florida, where he 
was accompanied by Miller. 
“He’s been with me right from 
the beginning...and he’s very 
loyal.”Miller has been one of  
Trump’s closest aides for dec-

ades, pushing nativist policies 
that gelled with Trump’s “Amer-
ica First” agenda. At Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago resort home on Fri-
day night, Miller addressed a 
crowd of  party faithful to lavish 
Trump with praise, pledging his
undying loyalty.“It is the honor
of  my life to be President 
Trump’s chief  of  staff,” Miller 
said in a video posted to the pres-
ident’s Truth Social account.  

As Trump’s deputy chief  of  
staff  for policy and homeland 
security advisor, he was the 
brains behind the mass depor-
tation programme that defined 
the first year of  the president’s 
second term. Meanwhile, the 
Democrats appear ready to use 
the power of  congressional 
oversight to investigate Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment and the Department of  
Homeland Security. AFP

Stephen Miller, WH chief of staff

Houston limits cooperation with ICE
HOUSTON: Houston Mayor John Whitmire ordered police to limit 
cooperation with federal immigration agents, days after 
Democrats swept Texas in the US midterms. Police will not contact 
ICE when people detained for nonviolent offences, including 
traffic stops, are involved. Whitmire said the move aims to reduce 
fear among residents. ICE criticised the policy, saying it could 
protect serious criminals. Houston had reversed a similar measure 
after Abbott threatened to cut $110 million in funding. Abbott lost 
to Democrat Gina Hinojosa, who takes office in January.

US drops California 
noncitizen ballot 
lawsuit
LOS ANGELES: The US 
Justice Department has 
asked to dismiss its 
lawsuit seeking to block 
about 20,000 California 
ballots allegedly cast by 
noncitizens. The move 
comes after Republicans’ 
midterm losses and days 
before a hearing on the 
ballots. California officials 
said the voter list was 
outdated and included 
legitimate voters. DOJ 
said it will pursue 
election-law violations 
elsewhere, amid a 
separate fight over 
California’s voter rolls.

Xi-Don-Putin meeting 
is on track, says China
WASHINGTON

BEIJING has confirmed for the first time 
that it is discussing a historic meeting be-
tween Chinese leader Xi Jinping, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. 

Mao Ning, a spokesperson for the Chi-
nese foreign ministry, said at a press 
briefing this week in Beijing that China 
“is in communication with relevant par-
ties regarding a meeting between the 
three heads of  state.” 

Nothing is set, but the three-leader 
gathering would take place this month on 
the sidelines of  a regional summit in 
Shenzhen.  If  it happens, it would be 
historic. 

Experts, however, say the three lead-
ers are unlikely to discuss anything sub-
stantive because their interests are at 
odds, but they would gather for a photo, 
with China carefully choreographing 
the meeting. 

“I think it will happen. The question 
is the format and the content,” said Sun 
Yun, director of  the China programme 
at the Stimson Center. “China wants the 
image but not the costs.” 

Beijing is the host of  this year’s lead-
ers summit of  the Asia-Pacific Econom-
ic Cooperation, a 21-member grouping 
that includes the US and Russia.

Trump is expected to travel to Shen-
zhen to meet Xi for the third time this 
year, maintaining a fragile trade truce 
that is set to expire in January. AP

WASHINGTON

IRAN’s Revolutionary Guard 
has lifted a self-imposed limit 
on its ballistic missile range, as 
US President Donald Trump 
said US forces carried out new 
“minor” strikes on an Iranian 
air defence system on Qeshm 
Island, amid fears of  renewed 
conflict. Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guard says it has lifted a self-
proclaimed limit of  2,000 kilom-
eters (1,200 miles) on the range 
of  its ballistic missiles, suggest-
ing the country may seek to de-
velop missiles capable of  reach-
ing more distant targets amid 
fears of  renewed all-out war.

The comments by the spokes-
man of  Iran’s paramilitary Rev-
olutionary Guard came days af-
ter the country’s supreme leader, 
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, 
warned that “any kind and level 
of  threat” from the US or Israel 
would face a response without 
geographic limits.

Asked at a Tehran press con-
ference about the limit on mis-
sile ranges, Gen Hossein Mo-
hebbi said, “That restriction 
has been lifted for us.”

He did not say whether Iran 
had missiles capable of  exceed-
ing the limit, saying only Iran 
would “demonstrate these capa-
bilities in practice” rather than 
make statements. Iran is not 
known to have missiles that can 
go beyond the 2,000-kilometer 
(1,200-mile) limit — a range that 

puts parts of  Greece and the Bal-
kans, the entire Arabian Penin-
sula, the Levant and most of  
Egypt within reach. However, 
US officials have said technolo-
gy from Iran’s space programme 
can be repurposed to build inter-
continental ballistic missiles.

The Iranian military, mean-
while, said a tanker 
east of  the Strait of  
Hormuz had hit a 
naval  mine and 
caught fire. It did not 
identify the nation-
ality or destination 
of  the tanker, which it said 
had turned off  its navigation-
al beacon and was sailing in a 
“prohibited area.”

Donald Trump said the US 
military carried out new limit-
ed strikes on Iran’s  Suza area 

of  Qeshm Island, targeting an 
Iranian air defense system. Ira-
nian state media late on Friday 
reported the sound of  two ex-
plosions in the Qeshm Island, 
which is in the crucial water-
way for oil shipments.

Trump in an exchange with 
reporters described the military 

action as “minor.” 
“They knocked out — 
they built a little bit 
of  an anti-aircraft de-
vice and we knocked 
it out in about 15 min-
utes, maybe five,” 

Trump told reporters shortly 
after arriving in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, on Friday 
evening. Trump did not offer 
further details about the target.
But US officials have reported 
that most of  Iran’s air defense 

systems were destroyed or se-
verely degraded during a June 
2025 bombardment by Israel and 
in the early stages of  the cur-
rent conflict.  These strikes are 
the first since Trump’s Republi-
can Party was dealt a stunning 
repudiation in Tuesday’s mid-
term elections in the US The 
electoral setback — Republicans 
lost both chambers of  Congress 
— was stoked in part by voter 
dissatisfaction with Trump’s 
execution of  the conflict and el-
evated fuel prices, a byproduct 
of  the war that’s affected nearly 
every sector of  the global econ-
omy. In the days since Republi-
cans’ shellacking at the polls, 
Trump has vacillated between 
threatening to “destroy” Iran 
and suggesting a resolution to 
the war is near.”

Iran reviewing new proposals
Two West Asia government of-
ficials said Iran was reviewing 
proposals presented by chief  
mediator Qatar aimed at ad-
dressing differences with the 
United States about Tehran’s 
nuclear programme. 

 But one of  the officials 
stressed that the Iranians, at 
least at the moment, remain un-
willing to engage in negotiations 
with the Donald Trump admin-
istration over their atomic ac-
tivities until the US agrees to 
several core conditions that Iran 
has been demanding be part of  
any ceasefire agreement. AP

Missile range limit lifted, says Iran 
after new US strike on Qeshm Island
2,000-km missile cap dropped after Khamenei warns of borderless response to any threat

Aftermath of reported strikes on a market in Al-Waziyah, Yemen’s Taiz province, 
where 30 people were killed. Thousands of Syrian troops are set to deploy to Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen, with some already on the ground, as Riyadh seeks international 
support to counter the Houthis and bolster Yemen’s government in Aden |  AFP

U.S. OFFERS $20M REWARD FOR IRAN NUCLEAR INFO
WASHINGTON: Washington is offering a $20 million reward “and 

possible relocation” for information about Iran’s nuclear program, the 
US military said late on Friday, as Donald Trump reiterated Tehran 

wants to make a deal to end the war. A State Department program, 
Rewards for Justice, “is offering a reward of up to $20 million and 

possible relocation for information about Iran’s nuclear programme, 
including its facilities, equipment, and associated personnel, such as 

those in the scientific community,” US Central Command said on X. In 
its statement about the reward, the State Department said Iran’s “lack 

of compliance with the IAEA on safeguards obligations has led to the 
agency’s loss of ‘continuity of knowledge’ regarding Iran’s production 
and inventory of key components like centrifuges. It gave no specific 

parameters on what information would yield a $20 million reward. AP

HEAVY RAIN FLOODS 70,000 TENTS IN GAZA
CAIRO: Heavy rain flooded about 70,000 tents housing displaced 
Palestinians in Gaza on Saturday, leaving tens of thousands without 
shelter, Palestinian authorities said. The Hamas-run government 
media office reported that dozens of weakened walls and roofs also 
collapsed, causing injuries, some critical. Gaza civil defence 
spokesman Mahmoud Bassal said teams received more than 1,500 
emergency calls overnight but lacked the equipment to respond 
adequately. Displaced families fled flooded camps in Gaza City and 
central and northern areas. Aid groups warned of risks from disease 
and urged increased humanitarian access. Gaza officials said the 
territory urgently needs 200,000 prefabricated homes, along with 
heavy machinery to clear rubble and restore roads, electricity and 
heating, as winter conditions worsen across the territory.


